Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral
New Orleans, Louisiana
JANUARY 1, 2023 — CIRCUMSICION OF CHRIST
Sunday, January 1 ~ 8:30 am Orthros and 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
SAINT BASIL THE GREAT
Monday, January 2 ~ CATHEDRAL OFFICE CLOSED – Happy New Year!
Thursday, January 5 ~ 9:00 am Royal Hours
6:00 pm ~ Vesperal Liturgy—Great Agiasmos
Friday, January 6 ~ 8:30 am Orthros and 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
EPIPHANY—Great Agiasmos
6:00 pm ~ Great Vespers
6:00 pm ~ Youth Soccer Practice and Dinner
Saturday, January 7 ~ 8:30 am Orthros and 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST
6:00 pm ~ Great Vespers
Sunday, January 8 ~ 8:30 am Orthros and 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Sunday Church School Epiphany Lesson after Holy Communion
Dove Release and Cross Retrieval at Bayou St. John
12:00 pm ~ Epiphany Celebration Community Luncheon

EPIPHANY CELEBRATION

The Holy Trinity EPIPHANY CELEBRATION will be Sunday, January 8. Swimmers are asked
to sign up for this important event to retrieve the cross from Bayou St. John. Swimmer
forms are available in the Cathedral office or from Father George. Epiphany is the
celebration of the baptism of Christ by John the Baptist and the manifestation to the
world of Jesus as the son of God. Holy Trinity celebrates this important feast each year
with a dove release and a cross retrieval. Everyone is invited to join in the excitement of
Epiphany at the Bayou following Divine Liturgy on January 8, and at a community
luncheon in the Hellenic Cultural Center after the Dove Release and Cross Retrieval.

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL EPIPHANY PLANS

Following Holy Communion on January 8, 2023, Sunday Church School students will go to
the Coffee Room for an Epiphany lesson in lieu of class. They will then be escorted outside
to a reserved section to experience the Epiphany Celebration on the bayou.

Message from Father George
AT THE DAWN OF THE NEW YEAR

(Phoni Kyriou – January 1, 2023)
The welcoming of the new year gives every believer the occasion to express in words and
deeds his gratitude to God, Who is the giver of life, He Who has in His own power years and times.
The new year is given to us as a new opportunity to come to know with unending knowledge and
living love, the God of love, the incarnate Word, in the Holy Spirit.
The possibility of knowing God and communing with Him is the par excellence gift of God, Who
works "all things in all." (1 Corinthians 12:7) That is why the Church always proclaims, "It is time to
worship the Lord." (Psalms 118,126) God works out man’s salvation every season and time.
As for our own response in the new year, like every year, every day and moment of our lives is
the right time for us to do something for the Lord, Who ceaselessly benefits us. To render back love
for His love, humility for His humility, forgiveness and revengelesssness for His revengelesssness,
His infinite, visible, and invisible benefactions result in the joy-producing tears of repentance, our
longing to pray, and our striving to participate in the Divine Liturgy….
The Church as a New Way of Life
Therefore, because God surrounds us with the life-giving power of His love, we must consider
our life and course in the world with optimism, hope, and joy. The Christian faith is called "evanggelio," glad tidings of God for man. The inner power of this announcement is Jesus Christ. Man,
looking forward with faith in Him, is transfigured "in the image of his creator." (Colossians 3:11) He
emerges from the chaos of loss that life entails without Christ, and thus his existence is given
meaning in Christ. Then, existence becomes coexistence, communion with God and, by extension
with fellow man. Life is flooded with the light of Christ, Who dissolves every inner darkness.
Dangers of Altering the Gospel Message
The Apostle Paul, writing about 60-62 AD to the Christians of Colossae in western Asia Minor,
points out the danger their Church was facing from some heretical teaching that had begun to spread.
Therefore, as we heard in our Epistle reading, he tells them: "be careful that someone not deceive
you with deceptive and hollow reasonings of human wisdom based on human traditions and on a
false belief in the elements of the world and not on the teaching of Christ." (Colossians 2:8)
The aforesaid heretical teaching was called "philosophy" as a supposedly superior knowledge
and possession of teachings about God, the world, man, etc. It contained regulations that conflicted
with the Gospel of Christ, such as putting down the body and material goods, the "religion of angels,"
i.e. the worship of spirits and powers, "elements of the world," which favorably or adversely
influenced, as they believed, the universe and people. At the same time, it also allowed faith in Christ
with the ultimate goal, of course, to change the gospel message and life in Christ.
Therefore, the Apostle emphasizes the supremacy and mastery of Christ above all creation.
Everything owes its existence to Christ. He is the ultimate goal of everything. In Christ, Paul says, all
the godhead physically dwells and in Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. It
is up to us to keep the Truth of Christ intact and to live according to it, according to the tradition of
the Church and of our Saints. We consider this to be the best pursuit for the New Year and for all the
years of our lives.

GREEK SCHOOL REGISTRATION

Greek School classes will begin January 2023 under the direction of Evangelia
Boubougiatzi-Boyer. If interested in registering your child for Greek School, complete a
registration form and email it to evangeliaboyer@gmail.com

Holy Trinity Cathedral

Greek Orthodox Community of New Orleans
1200 ALLEN TOUSSAINT BOULEVARD  NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70122

 Very Reverend Father George Wilson, Dean
priest@holytrinitycathedral.org
PHONE: (504) 282-0259

1η ΙΑΝΟΥΑΡΙΟΥ 2023
Η ΚΑΤΑ ΣΑΡΚΑ ΠΕΡΙΤΟΜΗ
ΤΟΥ ΚΥΡΙΟΥ ΗΜΩΝ ΙΗΣΟΥ
ΧΡΙΣΤΟΥ
ΗΜΩΝ

ΤΟΥ ΕΝ ΑΓΙΟΙΣ ΠΑΤΡΟΣ
ΒΑΣΙΛΕΙΟΥ ΤΟΥ ΜΕΓΑΛΟΥ

Ἑωθινόν Ζ’
Ἐφύμνιον τοῦ Β´ Ἀντιφώνου - Ἦχος β´
Σῶσον ἡμᾶς Υἱὲ Θεοῦ, ὁ σαρκὶ περιτμηθείς, ψάλλοντάς
σοι, Ἀλληλούϊα.
Ἐφύμνιον τοῦ Γ´ Ἀντιφώνου· Ἀπολυτίκιον τῆς Περιτομῆς
Ἦχος α´
Μορφὴν ἀναλλοιώτως ἀνθρωπίνην προσέλαβες, Θεὸς ὢν
κατʼ οὐσίαν, πολυεύσπλαγχνε Κύριε· καὶ Νόμον
ἐκπληρῶν, περιτομήν, θελήσει καταδέχῃ σαρκικήν, ὅπως
παύσῃς τὰ σκιώδη, καὶ περιέλῃς τὸ κάλυμμα τῶν παθῶν
ἡμῶν. Δόξα τῇ ἀγαθότητι τῇ σῇ, δόξᾳ τῇ εὐσπλαγχνίᾳ σου,
δόξα τῇ ἀνεκφράστῳ Λόγε συγκαταβάσει σου.
Ἀναστάσιμον Ἀπολυτίκιον - Ἦχος δ´
Τὸ φαιδρὸν τῆς ἀναστάσεως κήρυγμα, ἐκ τοῦ Ἀγγέλου
μαθοῦσαι αἱ τοῦ Κυρίου Μαθήτριαι, καὶ τὴν προγονικὴν
ἀπόφασιν ἀποῤῥίψασαι, τοῖς Ἀποστόλοις καυχώμεναι
ἔλεγον· Ἐσκύλευται ὁ θάνατος, ἠγέρθη Χριστὸς ὁ Θεός,
δωρούμενος τῷ κόσμῳ τὸ μέγα ἔλεος.
Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ἁγίου Βασιλείου - Ἦχος α´
Εἰς πᾶσαν τὴν γῆν ἐξῆλθεν ὁ φθόγγος σου, ὡς δεξαμένην
τὸν λόγον σου, διʼ οὗ θεοπρεπῶς ἐδογμάτισας, τὴν φύσιν
τῶν ὄντων ἐτράνωσας, τὰ τῶν ἀνθρώπων ἤθη
κατεκόσμησας, Βασίλειον Ἱεράτευμα, Πάτερ Ὅσιε, Χριστὸν
τὸν Θεὸν ἱκέτευε, δωρήσασθαι ἡμῖν τὸ μέγα ἔλεος.
Ἀπολυτίκιον τῆς Ἁγίας Τριάδας - Ἦχος πλ δ’
Εὐλογητὸς εἶ, Χριστὲ ὁ Θεὸς ἡμῶν, ὁ πανσόφους τοὺς
ἁλιεῖς ἀναδείξας, καταπέμψας αὐτοῖς τὸ Πνεῦμα τὸ ἅγιον,
καὶ δι' αὐτῶν τὴν οἰκουμένην σαγηνεύσας, φιλάνθρωπε,
δόξα σοί.
Κοντάκιον τῆς Ἑορτῆς καὶ τοῦ Ἁγίου - Ἦχος γ’
Ο τών όλων Κύριος, πειριτομήν υπομένει, καί βροτών τά
πταίσματα, ως αγαθός περιτέμνει, δίδωσι, τήν σωτηρίαν
σήμερον κόσμω, χαίρει δέ, εν τοίς υψίστοις κάι ο τού
Κτίστου, Ιεράρχης καί φωσφόρος, ο θείος μύστης Χριστού
Βασίλειος.
Τὸ Μεγαλυνάριον τῆς Λειτουργίας τοῦ Μ. Βασιλείου
Ἐπὶ σοὶ χαίρει, Κεχαριτωμένη, πᾶσα ἡ κτίσις, ἀγγέλων τὸ
σύστημα, καὶ ἀνθρώπων τὸ γένος, ἡγιασμένε ναέ, καὶ
Παράδεισε λογικέ, παρθενικὸν καύχημα· ἐξ ἧς Θεὸς
ἐσαρκώθη, καὶ παιδίον γέγονεν, ὁ πρὸ αἰώνων ὑπάρχων
Θεὸς ἡμῶν· τὴν γὰρ σὴν μήτραν θρόνον ἐποίησε, καὶ τὴν
σὴν γαστέρα, πλατυτέραν οὐρανῶν ἀπειργάσατο. Ἐπὶ σοὶ
χαίρει, Κεχαριτωμένη, πᾶσα ἡ κτίσις· δόξα σοι.
Κοινωνικόν (Ψαλμὸς ΡΜΗ´ 1)
Αἰνεῖτε τὸν Κύριον ἐκ τῶν οὐρανῶν. Ἀλληλούϊα.

1ST JANUARY 2023
THE CIRCUMCISION
OF THE LORD
JESUS CHRIST
HOLY FATHER
ST. BASIL THE GREAT

Eothion 7
2nd Antiphon Refrain - Mode 2

Son of God, circumcised in the flesh, save us who sing to you:
Alleluia.

3rd Antiphon Refrain: Apolytikion of the Circumcision
Mode 1

Without change you took a human form, by nature being
God, O most compassionate Lord; and fulfilling the Law, you
willingly accepted circumcision in the flesh, that you might
banish shadows, and strip away the covering of our passions.
Glory to your goodness; glory to your compassion; glory to
your ineffable condescension, O Word!

Resurrectional Apolytikion - Mode 4

When the women disciples of the Lord had learned from the
Angel the joyful message of the Resurrection, casting away
the ancestral condemnation, triumphantly they said to the
Apostles: “Death has been despoiled, Christ God has risen,
granting the world his great mercy.”

Apolytikion for St. Basil - Mode 1

Your sound has gone out into all the earth, for it has received
your word, through which you taught in a manner fitting God;
the nature of what exists you made clear; you set in order the
conduct of mankind; O Royal Priesthood, venerable Father,
intercede with Christ God to grant us his great mercy.

Apolytikion of Holy Trinnity v Mode Pl. 4

Blessed are You, Christ our God, who revealed the fishermen
to be most wise, by sending down to them the Holy Spirit,
and so through them catching the whole world in a net, lover
of mankind, glory to You.

Kontakion of the Feast and of the Saint - Mode 3

As the Master over all has undergone circumcision, so He cuts
away the sins of humankind in His goodness. On this day,
upon the world He bestows salvation. And on high does the
Creator's hierarch Basil now rejoice, for he is known as a most
divine and light-bearing mystic of Christ.

The Megalynárion of the Liturgy of Basil the Great

Because of you, O Full of grace, all creation rejoices, the ranks
of Angels and the human race; hallowed Temple and spiritual
Paradise, pride of Virgins; from you God was incarnate and he
who is our God before the ages became a little child. For he
made your womb a throne and caused it to become wider
than the heavens. Because of you, O Full of grace, all creation
rejoices; glory to you.

Communion Verse (Ps. 148: 1)

Praise the Lord from the heavens. Alleluia.

ΑΠΟΣΤΟΛΟΣ
Κολοσσαεῖς β’ 8-12
Τὸ στόμα μου λαλήσει σοφίαν καὶ ἡ μελέτη
τῆς καρδίας μου σύνεσιν.
Ἀκούσατε ταῦτα, πάντα τὰ ἔθνη,
ἐνωτίσασθε πάντες οἱ κατοικοῦντες τὴν οἰκουμένην.
Ἀδελφοί, βλέπετε μή τις ὑμᾶς ἔσται ὁ συλαγωγῶν διὰ
τῆς φιλοσοφίας καὶ κενῆς ἀπάτης, κατὰ τὴν παράδοσιν
τῶν ἀνθρώπων, κατὰ τὰ στοιχεῖα τοῦ κόσμου, καὶ οὐ
κατὰ Χριστόν· ὅτι ἐν αὐτῷ κατοικεῖ πᾶν τὸ πλήρωμα τῆς
θεότητος σωματικῶς, καί ἐστε ἐν αὐτῷ πεπληρωμένοι,
ὅς ἐστιν ἡ κεφαλὴ πάσης ἀρχῆς καὶ ἐξουσίας· ἐν ᾧ καὶ
περιετμήθητε περιτομῇ ἀχειροποιήτῳ, ἐν τῇ ἀπεκδύσει
τοῦ σώματος τῶν ἁμαρτιῶν τῆς σαρκός, ἐν τῇ περιτομῇ
τοῦ Χριστοῦ, συνταφέντες αὐτῷ ἐν τῷ βαπτίσματι, ἐν ᾧ
καὶ συνηγέρθητε διὰ τῆς πίστεως τῆς ἐνεργείας τοῦ
θεοῦ, τοῦ ἐγείραντος αὐτὸν ἐκ τῶν νεκρῶν.

ΕΥΑΓΓΕΛΙΟΝ

Λουκάν β’ 20-21, 40-52
Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, ὑπέστρεψαν οἱ ποιμένες
δοξάζοντες καὶ αἰνοῦντες τὸν Θεὸν ἐπὶ πᾶσιν οἷς
ἤκουσαν καὶ εἶδον καθὼς ἐλαλήθη πρὸς αὐτούς.
Καὶ ὅτε ἐπλήσθησαν αἱ ἡμέραι ὀκτὼ τοῦ περιτεμεῖν
τὸ παιδίον, καὶ ἐκλήθη τὸ ὄνομα αὐτοῦ ᾿Ιησοῦς, τὸ
κληθὲν ὑπὸ τοῦ ἀγγέλου πρὸ τοῦ συλληφθῆναι
αὐτὸν ἐν τῇ κοιλίᾳ. Τὸ δὲ παιδίον ηὔξανε καὶ
ἐκραταιοῦτο πνεύματι πληρούμενον σοφίας, καὶ
χάρις Θεοῦ ἦν ἐπ᾿ αὐτό. Καὶ ἐπορεύοντο οἱ γονεῖς
αὐτοῦ κατ᾿ ἔτος εἰς ῾Ιερουσαλὴμ τῇ ἑορτῇ τοῦ
πάσχα. καὶ ὅτε ἐγένετο ἐτῶν δώδεκα, ἀναβάντων
αὐτῶν εἰς ῾Ιεροσόλυμα κατὰ τὸ ἔθος τῆς ἑορτῆςκαὶ
τελειωσάντων τὰς ἡμέρας, ἐν τῷ ὑποστρέφειν
αὐτοὺς ὑπέμεινεν ᾿Ιησοῦς ὁ παῖς ἐν ῾Ιερουσαλήμ,
καὶ οὐκ ἔγνω ᾿Ιωσὴφ καὶ ἡ μήτηρ αὐτοῦ. νομίσαντες
δὲ αὐτὸν ἐν τῇ συνοδίᾳ εἶναι ἦλθον ἡμέρας ὁδὸν
καὶ ἀνεζήτουν αὐτὸν ἐν τοῖς συγγενέσι καὶ ἐν τοῖς
γνωστοῖς· καὶ μὴ εὑρόντες αὐτὸν ὑπέστρεψαν εἰς
῾Ιερουσαλὴμ ζητοῦντες αὐτόν. καὶ ἐγένετο μεθ᾿
ἡμέρας τρεῖς εὗρον αὐτὸν ἐν τῷ ἱερῷ καθεζόμενον
ἐν μέσῳ τῶν διδασκάλων καὶ ἀκούοντα αὐτῶν καὶ
ἐπερωτῶντα αὐτούς· ἐξίσταντο δὲ πάντες οἱ
ἀκούοντες αὐτοῦ ἐπὶ τῇ συνέσει καὶ ταῖς
ἀποκρίσεσιν αὐτοῦ. καὶ ἰδόντες αὐτὸν ἐξεπλάγησαν, καὶ πρὸς αὐτὸν ἡ μήτηρ αὐτοῦ εἶπε· τέκνον,
τί ἐποίησας ἡμῖν οὕτως; ἰδοὺ ὁ πατήρ σου κἀγὼ
ὀδυνώμενοι ἐζητοῦμέν σε. καὶ εἶπε πρὸς αὐτούς· τί
ὅτι ἐζητεῖτέ με; οὐκ ᾔδειτε ὅτι ἐν τοῖς τοῦ πατρός
μου δεῖ εἶναί με; καὶ αὐτοὶ οὐ συνῆκαν τὸ ῥῆμα ὃ
ἐλάλησεν αὐτοῖς. καὶ κατέβη μετ᾿ αὐτῶν καὶ ἦλθεν
εἰς Ναζαρέτ, καὶ ἦν ὑποτασσόμενος αὐτοῖς. καὶ ἡ
μήτηρ αὐτοῦ διετήρει πάντα τὰ ῥήματα ταῦτα ἐν τῇ
καρδίᾳ αὐτῆς. Καὶ ᾿Ιησοῦς προέκοπτε σοφίᾳ καὶ
ἡλικίᾳ καὶ χάριτι παρὰ Θεῷ καὶ ἀνθρώποις.

THE EPISTLE

Colossians 2:8-12
My mouth shall speak wisdom and the meditation
of my heart shall bring forth understanding.
Hear this all you nations;
give ear, all you inhabitants of the world.
BRETHREN, see to it that no one makes a prey of you by
philosophy and empty deceit, according to human
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the
universe, and not according to Christ. For in him the
whole fulness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come
to fulness of life in him, who is the head of all rule and
authority. In him also you were circumcised with a
circumcision made without hands, by putting off the
body of flesh in the circumcision of Christ; and you were
buried with him in baptism, in which you were also
raised with him through faith in the working of God,
who raised him from the dead.

THE GOSPEL
Luke 2:20-21, 40-52

At that time, the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them. And at the end of eight days,
when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the
name given by the angel before he was conceived in
the womb. And the child grew and became strong,
filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon
him. Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year
at the feast of the Passover. And when he was
twelve years old, they went up according to custom;
and when the feast was ended, as they were
returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem.
His parents did not know it, but supposing him to be
in the company they went a day's journey, and they
sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintances;
and when they did not find him, they returned to
Jerusalem, seeking him. After three days, they
found him in the temple, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them
questions; and all who heard him were amazed at
his understanding and his answers. And when they
saw him they were astonished; and his mother said
to him, "Son, why have you treated us so? Behold,
your father and I have been looking for you
anxiously." And he said to them, "How is it that you
sought me? Did you not know that I must be in my
Father's house?" And they did not understand the
saying which he spoke to them. And he went down
with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient
to them; and his mother kept all these things in her
heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in
stature, and in favor with God and man.

Christ is baptized!
“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14

Sunday, January 1, 2023
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Our Lord was once a boy!
Have you ever done some schoolwork, and your parents were really impressed?
Maybe you brought home a perfect score on a
spelling or a math test. Maybe you showed something you made in art. Maybe you read a story
you wrote. Your mother or father probably said,
“Great job!”
Today our Gospel reading tells us about how Jesus’s mother, Mary, and Joseph were once really
impressed with the young Jesus. Do you know
the story of when Jesus was just 12 years old, and Mary and Joseph couldn’t find Him for several days? They even went back to search for Him.
Finally, the Gospel tells us, “After three days, they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions; and all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. And when they saw him they were astonished.”

The Children’s Word is a weekly bulletin for Orthodox Christian young people. Copyright 2023 Alexandra Houck.
Email is orthodoxchildrensword (at) gmail.com. Find it each week at myocn.net.

They were astonished, amazed, and impressed. What was this 12 year old
doing, understanding the teachers in the temple? This story of Jesus as a
young boy tells us something special. Jesus Christ was God, even when He
was young. He could teach the teachers because He was God! He was a
baby and then a boy with real human needs and thoughts. But at the same
time, He was God too!
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What’s in the icon?
In the Bible, we don’t hear
much about Jesus as a
child!
In today’s story, He was 12.
But the next thing we hear
is when He was baptized at
30. We celebrate His baptism on Saturday!

One day, you’ll probably read a
well-known poem in English class that says,
“How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.”
It’s a love poem from one poet to her husband.
But one of the saints everybody loves very
much is Saint Basil! How do we love him?
Let us count the ways!

Saint Basil did everything!

If you go to a school for theology, where people learn about God, you’ll see how people
love Saint Basil for all the things he wrote.
He wrote many, many things that show what
we still believe as Christians today.

If you meet a monk or a nun, he or she will tell you how Saint Basil
made great rules for monasteries. Monks and nuns still follow these
rules today.
But we love Saint Basil for another great reason too! He loved the
poor and the sick. He especially loved the children who didn’t have
parents to take care of them. He started a great soup kitchen for hungry people. He built orphanages and a huge hospital. On his nameday
today, kids in Greece will visit different houses and get presents from
“Agios Vasilios,” Saint Basil. That’s one way they remember how
Saint Basil loved (and still loves) kids!
We celebrate St. Basil today, Sunday Jan. 1st (OC: Jan. 14th).
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