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TIE ORIENTAL CHURCH SERVICE.

———

Thoe divine scrvice of the Orthodox
Oriental Church, usually called tho Groeek
Church, has but twice boen cclobrated in
public on this continent, unless in the
sparscly scttled Russiau territory, at tho
extrome northwestorn and nearly uninha.
bituble end of it.

York, and tho sccond was yestorduy in SL.
Taul's Church, Now Orleans.

The reason for the selection of theso
cities for thoso services is, that in them
are found in theory quite # number of the
disciples of that faith, cither (ireoks or

Russians, who have beon deprived for

very muny years of the rites to which their
faith and national ties give them n pref-
eronce.

We aticuded, by ivvilation, the sarvice
performed yesterday in St. P’aul's Chureh,
whero we found nssembled u goodly con-
gregation, including fifty or sixty persons

belonging to the Oriental Church. These

Inttar had seats noar the chancel, oxcept
guch a8 were within it, assisting in tho
$ervices, _ _

At tho appointed hour for begioning the
services, tho Rov. 1ather Apapius ontored
the church, robed in a white vestiont
much liko tho gurplice of thojEpiscopal
clergy, but baving wsmall gilt cross o the
buck and & gilt border round the vestiment.
Heo waa accompanied by the Rov. Dr. Val.
Ias and Rev. Messrs, Guion ind Ilopking,
of the Episcopal Church, the first and lust
in surplices and the second in the black
wown used by Jpiscopal clergymen, also
by severnl momhors of the Greck Commu.
nion in plain clothos.

The attendunts wors ranged on onch
side of the churel, and facing thus (be
pltar or communion table, which wus ¢ov-
ered with n white cloth, and had upon it
gia lighted tapers and a swall puinting of
two figures which wa were not ablo to dis-
tinguish, 50 as to say whom they ropre-
sculed.

The first sorvice was
on March 2, in Trinity Chapol, Now
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Al the commencement of tho service, the

worshipors, including the wholo congrogu..

tion, all rose to their foet, aud remained
standing natil the close.  1'ather Agapius,
for the most part, fnced the altar whilo
porforming the servico: hut occasionally

| turned to the peaple to give thom his

blessing.

The sorvice wag intoned or chaunted.
The oflicinting priost hag u vory musical
voico, and the service, 80 far as his per

formance wns concerned, fell pleasautly.

upow the car. lMad those who responded
boon Lraiued singors, no doubt the whole
would have been equally interesting.
At the proper place the Nicone eroed
v/as pronouuced by the worshipers, in
their own langusgo, and was then ropoat-
ed in Bnglish, makiog but one deviation
from it ns printed in the prayer books of

| the Episcopal Church. This consists in

lanving out aftor the words rospocting the
Holy Ghost, ‘“whe proceedoth from tho
FPather," those words, ‘“und the Son.”
T'ho Iatter are said to have been added at
4 Inter period by the Latin Church, and
the Greck Clurch does not admit that
the Holy Ghost proceeds from “Jthe Son.”

The service included the consecration of
the elements of bread and wine, which

was performod with very simple but im- |

prossive coremonial. - Wheon this was done
the IFather turned to tho congregution, and
one Ly one tho communicants of bis fuith
came np and roceived from him out of

ladle or spoon the consecratod wine, which

he took from tho vase which he bield in his
hand. Tu the imeautime, un nssistant

placed on & snall table standiug some 3is- |

tance {rom the oficiating priest,.the con.

secrated brend, of which the communicants’|
partook, as is usvally done, but without |-
having it dolivered to thom by any ono; |
There was ulso a pitchor on the tablo, but |
what it contained we did not learn,

Aftog this the scauo onded with a bone-
diction, and the cengregation wore dis-:

| missed,

Tho service of tho Ghroek Church is
much more simple and nnutlocted thau we

had supposed. It was unintelligible to us,

because in & tongne unknown to us; but

it was in the vernaculur of tho worshiper |

for whoso benofit it was held.
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